Coastal Ecology of Kyuquot Sound

Proposed Itinerary

Friday July 29 (Low tide of 0.4m @ 6:41 and 1.7m @ 18:22)

· Early afternoon arrival by local water taxi (included) from Fair Harbour (or by float plane from Gold River or other departure point). Water taxi from Fair Harbour is included in package price. Flight is an upgrade. 

· Welcome orientation and tour of base camp facilities with time to settle into your waterfront tent accommodations. 

· Relaxing forest trail walk to spectacular and rugged exposed west coast shoreline and scenery - an introduction to coastal ecosystems and the forces that shape them. You've arrived! 

· Dinner and evening activities, including a workshop on keeping a field journal to document your experience.

Saturday July 30 (Low tide of 0.2m @7:19 and 1.5m @ 19:09) 

· Explore the beach at low tide. Learn about the diversity of animals in the intertidal zone with a marine biologist. Qualitative study of intertidal zonation an tidepools.

· Return to camp for lunch and to prepare for the afternoon kayak trip

· Introduction/refresher to kayaks, safety equipment, and paddling strokes; safety briefing appropriate to the individual experience and afternoon's activities. 

· Afternoon paddle through local islet clusters, abandoned First Nations Village site area, and sea otter viewing. 

· Evening appetizers, dinner, possible sunset walk...or just enjoy time around the fire visiting with others.

· Talk on sea otter ecology and their connection to kelp forest ecosystems
Sunday July 31 (Low tide of 0.2m @7:56 and 1.3m @ 19:57) 

· Head to the beach (or eelgrass beds) for low tide and explore the often over-looked diversity of seaweeds. Collect seaweeds for pressing. 

· Birding and wildlife watching on beaches and in the forest. Possible sightings of whales, other marine mammals, black bears and wolves.
· Learn how to press on preserve seaweed specimens for your field journal or for fabulous algal art.

· After lunch, join an interpretive walk through the west coast “salmon forest.” You’ll learn the ecology of our coastal temperate rain forest, plant identification, and ethnobotany, the traditional cultural uses of forest plants.

· Back at camp, explore the big world of small, as we use microscopes to examine collections, looking for plankton in seawater and the elusive moss-dwelling water bears.

· Enjoy a traditional west coast salmon dinner.

Monday August 1  (Low tide of 0.2 m @ 8:33) 

· Revisit coastal ecosystems that interest you have any lingering questions answered. Test what you’ve learned by competing in a coastal scavenger hunt.

· Packing of personal gear in preparation for an early afternoon water taxi departure after lunch.  The challenge with a base camp, is that you can really "move in" quickly and spread your things everywhere! 

· Your mind will likely be planning your next visit!
